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The assignment of absolute configuration by NMR has experienced a remarkable development in recent years.1 These advances allow a reliable determination of the stereochemistry of a large number of monofunctional chiral compounds of natural and synthetic origin. In the reported cases, these NMR methods were successfully applied to find out the absolute configuration (R or S) of a single chiral center, usually directly attached to the functional group, acting as a “handle”. The application of this NMR methodology to molecules bearing several chiral centers showed to posses a larger degree of complexity in comparison to monofunctional compounds.

In this communication we will show preliminary results2 on a general NMR spectroscopy protocol for the determination of the absolute configuration of chiral 1,2-amino alcohols (secondary/secondary), that allows distinguishing among the four possible stereoisomers by analysis of the 1H NMR spectra of their bis-MPA derivatives.
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